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I. Course Description and Rationale

Students receive instruction in writing, reading, speaking, listening, and other related areas through The Literature Series, which is arranged in six thematic units of mixed-genre selections.  Skills developed in this class are part of an integrated approach in Springfield R-12 Language Arts, grades six through twelve.  English II expands the students’ exposure to mature literature.  Students will focus on life skills including, but not limited to, oral and written communication, effective use of Standard English, and appropriate use of technology.

II. Major Instructional Goals
Reading - 1. Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process, including phonics, fluency, vocabulary, pre-reading, during reading, post-reading, making connections, and purpose of reading. 2. Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction, poetry, and drama from a variety of cultures and times, including text features, literary techniques, and literary elements. Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze, and evaluate nonfiction (such as biographies, newspapers, technical manuals) from a variety of cultures and times, including text features, literary techniques, text structures, and understanding directions
Writing -1. Apply a writing process in composing text, including the writing process.   2. Compose well-developed text, including audience and purpose, ideas and  content, organization and sentence structure, word choice, and conventions. 3. Write effectively in various forms and types of writing, including forms/types/modes of writing.  
Listening and Speaking - 1. Develop and apply effective listening skills and strategies, including purpose for listening and listening behavior.2. Develop and apply effective speaking skills and strategies for various audiences and purposes, including discussion, presentation, and giving directions.
Information Literacy - 1. Develop and apply effective research process skills to gather, analyze, and evaluate information, including research plan, acquire information, record information, and sources consulted. 2. Develop and apply effective skills and strategies to analyze and evaluate oral and visual media, including media messages and technology.

III. Course Outline and Materials
Students taking English II read and write extensively as well as complete class presentations. The following units will be used as a guide for the semester:

Units of Study





Formal Paper Requirements

1. Shakespeare / Midsummer Night’s Dream

*Personal Narrative w/ Description


2. Poetry and Rhetoric




*Compare and Contrast/Creative
3. Social Criticism /Short Story 



*Research
4. Steinbeck - Tortilla Flat/King Arthur


*Character Analysis
5. Women Writers




*Analysis w/ Research

6. Drama / Twelve Angry Men



*Persuasive
Independent Reading During Reading Workshop

Students will be expected to read 20 minutes during class each day from a book of their choice. Gateway Readers are provided as a reading choice; however, because the district provides each teacher with only one classroom set of books, students are not allowed to remove books from the classroom. All students are encouraged to check these books out from the library, or to buy their own copy if they want to read outside of the classroom. Reading journals and activities are required to show understanding of a student’s reading.
IV. Weekly Schedule

Students will use the following schedule so they will bring appropriate materials for each class period.  


 Monday:  Reading Strategies 


 Tuesday:  Literature Unit/Vocabulary

 
 Wednesday:  Writing Workshop/Literature    
 Thursday:  Literature Unit/Grammar


 
 Friday:  Writing Workshop/Literature Unit/Presentations

V. Evaluation and Grading

Grades will be kept by assigning points to each activity, and at the end of the grading period the points will be totaled, weighted, and letter grades assigned from the percentages.  The grading scale is as follows:


93 - 100   A


80 - 82     B-

67 - 69    D+



90 - 92     A-


77 - 79     C+

63 - 66    D


87 - 89     B+


73 - 76    C 

60 - 62    D-


83 - 86     B


70 - 72    C-

59 and below   F

3rd quarterly grades will be determined by the following:
*Tests and quizzes – 35%; *Reading Workshop and Journals – 15%; *Writing Workshop –30%; Homework – 10%; *Class participation, daily work, & attendance - 10%;  
4th quarter grades will be determined by the following:

*Tests and quizzes – 35%; *Reading Workshop and Journals – 10%; *Writing Workshop –30%; Homework – 5%; *State EOC – 10% *Class participation, daily work, & attendance - 10%   
*Attendance is awarded by additional points on the class final: Students who have 100% attendance will earn 10% in additional points on the final; Students with 95-99% will earn an additional 5% credit on the final.

VI. Academic Intervention

Chief Time (student intervention/privilege time) will take place for 30 minutes one time a week during this class:  4th block on Monday; 3rd block on Tuesday – no travel, 2nd block on Wednesday and 1st block on Thursday.  Students who have earned privileges will be allowed to travel for those 30 minutes UNLESS the class is during 3rd block.  All students may travel to the library, academic lab, or another teacher for assistance IF they have obtained a pass previous to the start of class.  Students will be expected to either work on school work or read during the designated 30 minutes of Chief Time.  
VII. Communication Arts Department Late Work Policy:

*Assignments are considered late if they are not turned in to the teacher by the date and at the time specified by that teacher.  After that date and time, credit for any assignment will be reduced to 50% of the points earned.  
*If a student is absent on a specified due date, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange for delivery of his or her assignment(s) to his or her teacher by the due date and time. Mrs. Clark does make an exception to this policy to allow a student to turn in daily or short-term assignments on the day a student returns to class after an excused absence.

*If a student will be absent for a school-sponsored activity, individual arrangements for turning in assignments or making up tests should be made with the teacher IN ADVANCE of the absence. Otherwise, the department late work policy stated above will be applied. 
 Make-up Work after an Absence:

*If a student is absent from class, it is his/her responsibility to obtain all assignments and notes to keep up with the class.  

*If a student is absent on the day an assignment and due date are given, the work must be completed and turned in within FIVE school days of the day assigned. Any additional absence during the five-school-day period does NOT extend a student’s make-up time. 

VIII. Kickapoo Tardy Procedure

All students will be subject to the Kickapoo tardy sweep procedures.  A student is tardy to class if the student is not in the classroom at the conclusion of the tardy bells. Tardies will be cumulative for the duration of the quarter and will start over each quarter in all classes. This also includes returning late back from lunch each day.
XI. Expectations for Behavior and Discipline


Students are expected to be in their seats by the conclusion of the tardy bell and working on their daily activity.


Students have the responsibility to listen and talk courteously at appropriate times. 


Food and beverage are not welcome in the classroom - bottled water is acceptable.


Students are expected to follow all rules found in the student handbook


No electronic communication devices or CD players allowed in classroom:

“The possession of laser pointers and other unsafe electronic items are prohibited in the school building. All other devices, such as cellular phones, pagers, PDA’s and head phones, may be in the student’s possession as long as they are not used or visible during the school day.” 

*Academic Honesty Statement

Academic honesty is expected in all classes at KHS. Cheating will not be tolerated.  Violations of academic honesty include, but are not limited to, copying, allowing someone to copy your paper, using cheat sheets, using technology to transmit or receive information with the intent to commit academic dishonesty, not grading correctly, plagiarizing, and self-plagiarizing. Plagiarism is the theft of ideas, writings, or words of another person and passing this information off as one’s own. Self-plagiarism is completing an original paper for one class assignment, then turning in that same paper to another teacher for another class assignment without permission. Papers may be checked by the teacher using plagiarism detection software. Any student cheating will be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties. Consequences may include: reduction in grade on assignment, repeat assignment, no grade (zero) on assignment, or other consequences as deemed appropriate. Academic dishonesty will be reported to a school counselor and a parent will be notified.

X. KHS School-Wide Standard for Writing

Students are expected to use complete sentences, proper grammar, and correct spelling in every written performance.

XI. Standards for Departmental Seals of Excellence (effective with the class of 2011)

· Student must score at the proficient level or above on the designated state assessments(s) in communication arts. Transfer students who did not have the opportunity to take the designated state assessments (s) will be reviewed by the principal.

· Student must earn a non-weighted GPA of 3.76 or above in English courses.

· Student must rank in the 90th percentile or above on verbal section of the SAT or ACT.

· Student must have earned 4 units of English (not counting Drama, Speech, or Journalism). 
Students!

I want to welcome you to my classroom as we begin a new semester.  Success in this course requires good attendance, excellent attitude, and a willingness to cooperate and learn.  Organization and being prepared for class is essential! Read this syllabus and discuss the requirements with your parents/guardians so that they will be able to offer assistance if needed.  

Materials needed for this class: a three ring binder (at least 2”); divider tabs for notebook; 1- spiral one subject notebook; highlighters of 5 or more different colors, pad of sticky notes, notebook paper; pencils; and a blue or black pen. Also, if a parent would like to contribute to the enrichment and health or our classroom, one or more the following items would be appreciated: tissues, hand sanitizer, scissors, markers, colored pencils, pencils, or pens.  

Please review the policies, expectations, and responsibilities that are discussed in the syllabus for English II with your parents and ask them to fill out the short form below and return to me (10 points).   

Mrs. Clark

English II

Student Name__________________________________________________ Block________

Parent or Guardian _______________________________________________________________

*(Please indicate by circling the preferred means of communication.)

Parental Contact Number:  Day    _______________________or Evening __________________________

Parent email address: ______________________________________________ 

My student has access to internet, word processing, and Printing    


Yes   or No

Date ________________________

Concerns or comments:

Students are also asked to enter a writing project in the LAD Fair each spring.  The projects are judged and displayed at Willard High School in April.  If you give permission for your students to participate in this activity, please sign below.

Parent’s signature: ________________________________________________________

Note: Occasionally, movies and portions of movies related to the curriculum will be shown during class.  These movie clips are based on texts from the curriculum or closely related background information. While most viewing material is brief and G-rated, some clips may be taken from PG-13 rated movies.

If you have no objection to your child viewing curriculum-related movies, please sign below.

If you do object, your student will be given an alternative assignment during the viewing.

Parent signature: _________________________________________ Date _____________________

