Inferential Reading
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         I am a part of everything that I have read.


~ John Kieran ~

Inferential reading is a strategy to be used during and after reading. It targets the reading skills of drawing upon prior knowledge, drawing conclusions and making inferences, and recognizes the effects of a student’s point of view as she or he interprets a text. 
What is Inferential Reading?
Well known author, Kylene Beers, says that is took her years to understand that students could not make an inference. She writes in her book, When Kids Can’t Read, “I once thought that if my students could make an inference, any inference, then my teaching woes (and their comprehension worries) would end. . . The problem with comprehension, it appeared, was that kids couldn’t make an inference.”  However, students do make inferences throughout their daily lives as they make inferences based on how their friends are dressed, act, talk, or how their parents and teachers use their facial and body language. Students take these signals and interpret them into how their parents might react to a poor grade report or how their teachers are in no mood for students antics. The difficulty of teaching students to use inferences while reading is to get them to transfer what they already do each day to a textbook.
What does it look like?
Beers provides an excellent resource in her book that will help both students and teachers in transferring the skill of making inferences to a text.  She provides a list of thirteen types of inferences that skilled readers use while reading.
Types of Inferences Skilled Readers Use 
 Skilled readers . . .

1. Recognize the antecedents for pronouns 

2. Figure out the meaning of unknown words from context clues 

3. Figure out the grammatical function of an unknown words 

4. Understand intonation of characters’ words 

5. Identify characters’ beliefs, personalities, and motivations 

6. Understand characters’ relationships to one another 

7. Provide details about the setting 

8. Provide explanations for events or ideas that are presented in the text 

9. Offer details for events or their own explanations of the events 

10. Understand the author’s view of the world 

11. Recognize the author’s biases 

12. Relate what is happening in the text to their own knowledge of the world 

13. Offer conclusions from facts presented in the text 

http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Reading/Reading%20strategies/inferentialreading.htm






















































