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Parallel Structure 1 

 
Directions: Please correct the following sentences so they have parallel structure. 
 
Example:   I love to run, walking, and lifting weights. 
  
                        I love running, walking, and lifting weights.  [all are – ing nouns] 
 
1) Sara has a high fever and a throat that is sore. 

2) On hot days I close the windows, turn on the air conditioning, and am complaining a lot. 

3) My teacher wears loud shirts, shoes that are scuffed, and wrinkled slacks. 

4) Houa usually braids her hair or is putting it up in a bun. 

5) Interesting work is as important to me as pay that is good. 

 Stop here and check your work.  

6) On the highway, traveling too slowly is almost as bad as to drive too fast. 

7) We live in a fast-paced world of cell phones, computers, and machines that fax 
documents. 

8) Javier is strong, intelligent, and has the ability to understand others. 

9) When Marta begins to speak, she blinks her eyes, adjusts her glasses, and her head 
nods. 

10)  The twins hopped, skipped, and jump off the ottoman. 

 Stop here and check your work.  

11)  My puppy loves to run after squirrels, to eat the cats’ food, and riding in the car. 

12) The woman in the velvet jacket, slacks that are red, and artist’s beret is my aunt. 

13)  Anna gave her son some aspirin, tucked him into bed, and was pouring him some 
tea. 

14)  Roast turkey, sweet potatoes, and pie made from pumpkins are traditional 
Thanksgiving foods.  

15)  On Saturdays we work in the yard, shop for groceries, and going to the movies.  
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Parallel Structure 1 - KEY 
 
Directions: Please correct the following sentences so they have parallel structure. 
 
Example:   I love to run, walking, and lifting weights. 
  
                        I love running, walking, and lifting weights.  [all are – ing nouns]  
 
There may be more ways to correct these sentences.  If you have questions about your 
answers, check with an instructor. 
 
1) Sara has a high fever and a sore throat.   

2) On hot days I close the windows, turn on the air conditioning, and complain a lot.  

3) My teacher wears loud shirts, scuffed shoes, and wrinkled slacks. 

4) Houa usually braids her hair or puts it up in a bun. 

5) Interesting work is as important to me as good pay. 

 Stop here and check your work.  

6) On the highway, traveling too slowly is almost as bad as drivingtoo fast. 

7) We live in a fast-paced world of cell phones, computers, and fax machines. 

8) Javier is strong, intelligent, and understanding. 

9) When Marta begins to speak, she blinks her eyes, adjusts her glasses, and nods her 
head. 

10)  The twins hopped, skipped, and jumped off the ottoman. 

 Stop here and check your work.  

11)  My puppy loves to run after squirrels, to eat the cats’ food, and to ride in the car. 

12) The woman in the velvet jacket, red slacks, and artist’s beret is my aunt. 

13)  Anna gave her son some aspirin, tucked him into bed, and poured him some tea. 

14)  Roast turkey, sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pies are traditional Thanksgiving foods.  

15)  On Saturdays we work in the yard, shop for groceries, and go to the movies.    

 


